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Principal’s Message 

Greetings Parents, Students and Alumni! The first term of this 
Academic year has certainly flown by at an incredible speed; even 
with the recent disruptions due to rain and the staggered start to 
the school year due to H1N1, there have been an amazing variety of 
activities and events in which the students have been involved over 
the last few months of 2009. 

As staff and students look forward to a well earned break an action 
packed calendar awaits their return in January 2010. This includes 
sporting trips abroad, a Drama and Arts trip to the United Kingdom, 
the annual Ski Trip to Switzerland, fieldtrips, IGCSE trips, IA trips 
(Bronze, Silver and Gold), sporting events, residentials, just to 
mention a few.  

Please note that Wednesday is the last day of Term1 and School will 
finish at 12:00 midday. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the school’s 
Leadership Team, the teaching and administrative staff and support 
staff for their continued efforts during the last term; I wish one and 
all season greetings and a safe and relaxing holiday period. Special 
wishes go to all students for their hard work and dedication and to 
parents for their continued support of their children and the school. 
I look forward to seeing everyone back at school on Saturday, 
January 2nd 2010.  

Mr. Anthony Cashin 

Principal 

principal@sultansschool.org 

Message from Head of Primary 

I trust you had a relaxing Eid break with your family and feel 
recharged and ready for the last few days of school before our 
winter break. 

I would like to share with you one of the most exciting things that  
happened between before the end of term 1.  On Tuesday the 15th 
December The Sultan’s School was delighted to be part of the 
official opening of a wonderful playground we helped to build for the 
children at the ‘Care Home for Disabled children’ in Al Khoud. 

The idea for helping to build this playground came about after some 
of our Primary students were invited to accompany me to the ‘Open 
Day’ at the Care Home on the 15th December 2008.  I took a group 
of twelve Key stage 2 children who enjoyed a morning of activities 
and fun with the disabled children. This was a highly educational and 
motivating visit for both myself and the students in my care. Upon 
our return we decided it would be nice to do something for these 
children with some of the charity money raised by students of The 
Sultan’s School. During our visit we noticed the play park that the 
children had was in a terrible state of disrepair. The children and I 
decided a wonderful project would be to fund a new playground for 
the children to enjoy at the centre 

   

       

 

 

 The old playground equipment                                                  

The new playground 

After several months of negotiation, fund raising and sponsorship, 
we settled on a final design for a park which would allow nearly all 
the disabled children a chance to access and enjoy.  Even those 
children in wheel chairs or who needed a great deal of assistance to 
walk can participate and enjoy the play equipment. We are thrilled 
to be a part of the official opening and hope that this will be the first 
of many similar playgrounds in parks in Oman.  All children, 
regardless of their physical challenges deserve to play and this is a 
wonderfully rewarding project for all.  

Many of the students in the Primary will join us on Sunday for the 
party and we look forward to posting some photos on our school 
website....look out for us in the newspapers! 

With best wishes,  Mrs. Kate Gower (Head of Primary) 

 

 Care Home for Disabled children in Al Khoud  ϣтϝКϼ ϼϜϸ

БЧЃгϠ еуЦнЛгЮϜ ЬϝУВцϜ 

Mrs. Kate Gower 
Primaryh@sultansschool.org 
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Message from Head of Secondary 

Well, we have just passed the halfway stage of this academic year 
and all students have now received a report discussing their 
academic attainment and effort in class. Hopefully, all students are 
pleased with their progress… if not there is still time to do 
something about it! The second report for Years 7, 8, and 9 will be 
sent home in mid January and that for Years 10 and 12 will arrive at 
the end of January. There will be a Year 7 and 8 Parent Teacher 
Consultation Evening to discuss this report on January the 18th. 
Parents of Year 9 students are invited to discuss the report with 
teachers on January 19th; at this meeting there will also be a 
presentation made by myself and Mr Peter Ross about the IGCSE 
option choices for next year. After the presentation, students and 
parents are invited to discuss their possible choices with subject 
teachers and Heads of Departments. Obviously it is of paramount 
importance that students make informed decisions about their 
choice of subjects for the following year. The Year 10 and 12 Parent-
Teacher Evening is on February 8th. 

Of course, also following our return from the winter holiday, Year 
11 and 13 students will have their Mock Examinations; these are 
scheduled for January 30 to February 8. I do hope that students will 
revise and prepare themselves fully. Final reports for Year 11 will be 
issued on February 17th and those for Year 13 students will be 
issued on 27 February. 

There will be a Parent Teacher Consultation evening for parents of 
Year 13 students on Tuesday March 2nd. This is an ideal time for 
parents to find out from their children’s teachers which areas the 
student should focus upon in order to lift examination performance.  

Year 11 students and their parents should attend a dual purpose 
Conference Evening on Sunday February 28th. At this meeting the IB 
programme will be explained by the IB Coordinator and various 
speakers will describe other important matters such as TOK, CAS, 
the Extended Essay, Scholarships, what universities want and so 
forth. 

 I do like to see students attending all such evenings with their 
parents as I believe it is important for students to be very much part 
of these discussions. It is essential that our students learn to accept a 
degree of responsibility for their own academic performance and 
progress. 

Ray Zinsli 
Head of Secondary.    
rayz@sultansschool.org 
 

Message from the Admissions Office 

Parents are advised that from 12th December, 2009, we will no 
longer be accepting applications for the Primary School for next 
academic year, 2010-2011. Applications for Early Years (PreKg and 
Kg) and the Secondary School (Year 7 to Year 12) will still be 
accepted for the foreseeable future.  

The Admissions Office wishes all parents and students a restful 
Winter Holiday. 

Gillian Horsley 
Admissions Officer 
admissions@sultansschool.org 
 

 

 

 

 

Visit of the Former President of India, Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently The Sultan’s School had the great honor of welcoming Dr. 
APJ Abdul Kalam, former President of India, to address the students 
on the topic “Education Empowers a Knowledge Society”  

He began his talk with the subject of “Righteousness” and actively 
involved the students to reflect upon this subject by having them 
repeat after him; 

“Where there is righteousness in the heart 

There is beauty in the character, 

Where there is beauty in the character 

There is harmony in the home, 

Where there is harmony in the home 

There is order in the nation, 

Where there is order in the nation 

There is peace in the world.” 

During his career Dr. Abdul Kalam has made significant 
contributions to the development of Science in India as Project 
Director for the development of India’s first indigenous Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (SLV-III). He also took up academic pursuits as 
Professor, Technology & Societal Transformation at Anna University. 
He has the unique distinction of receiving 36 honorary doctorates 
from universities around the world. He became the 11th President 
of India on 25th July 2002 and held the office for five years. 

Dr Abdul Kalam firmly believes that young people are the future 
wealth of a nation and he visits young people from around the world 
to ignite young minds to the concept of national development and 
the part that they play in their nations’ futures.  

Marwan Chahoud. 
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A message from the Director of Activities 

With the Winter Holiday fast approaching, the Extra Curricular 
Activity programme for this term will finish on Tuesday, 15th 
December. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
teachers for their support of the programme this session and to all 
the Students who have participated so enthusiastically. 

We have managed to secure the services of a number of additional 
coaches (subject to demand) for the activity programme 
commencing in January. We are offering Karate on a 
Saturday/Monday, Art gymnastics on a Sunday, Tennis – 
Saturday/Monday, Badminton – Wednesday, Aerobics – Sunday. 
Students this is your opportunity to try new things, get involved! 

House Points 

 Below are the results for November. The House of the Month is 
recognition for the Highest scoring House in both Primary and 
Secondary. Congratulations to Oryx House in Primary and Scorpion 
House in Secondary. 

House Points Totals - November 

Primary School 
Key Stage Hawk Dolphin Scorpion Oryx 
K.S. 1 173 179 160 234 
K.S.2 515 461 538 556 
Monthly Primary Total 688 640 698 790 
Running Total 1045 900 1021 1127 
Secondary School 
K.S.3 636 642 682 681 
K.S. 4 143 122 142 132 
K.S.5 48 37 45 30 
Monthly Secondary Total 827 801 869 843 
Running Total 1177 1060 1171 1015 
 
The House Captain’s within the Secondary school have been busy 
during December running quizzes for students across the school.  
 
The results from the Primary School were as follows; 
 
Year Group 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
Year 1 Oryx Dolphin Hawk/Scorpion xxxxxx 
Year 2 Hawk Oryx Dolphin Scorpion 
Year3 Oryx Scorpion Hawks/Dolphin xxxxxxx 
Year 4 Dolphin Hawks Scorpion/Oryx xxxxxxx 
Year 5 Scorpion Dolphin Hawk Oryx 
Year 6 Hawk  Oryx Dolphin Scorpion 
 
Well done to everyone involved, these points will be added to the 
January totals. I hope you all enjoy the break. 

Russell Croft  
Director of Activities  
russellc@sultansschool.org 
 
 

 

 

Teacher Assistant Training at The Sultan’s School – 8th to 
12th December 2009 

We were very pleased to bring Eva Cartwright, Principal of the 
Teaching Assistant’s College in the UK, out to Oman for some 
wonderful training opportunities for our Early Years and Key Stage 1 
Teaching Assistants.  Eva’s background is Primary teaching, BEd 
(Hons) and she was also a curriculum manager and lecturer in a 
large college before founding the Teaching Assistant College 3 years 
ago. We also invited TAs from other schools in the local area; a 
total of 43 TAs from 6 schools attended the training.  Eva also ran a 
workshop for Early Years and Key Stage 1 Teachers at The Sultan’s 
School, who work with TAs on a daily basis.  

The content of the 3 day TA program looked at: Supporting Play, 
Behaviour Management, Supporting Group Work, Supporting Pupils 
with English as an Additional Language and Differentiation. The 
training sessions were very interactive with lots of learning activities 
to get the TAs thinking about and discussing their role and 
considering the quality of the support they offer the pupils and the 
teacher they work with.  

All handouts were translated into Arabic and the TAs received 
certificates of attendance for this course, outlining the work 
covered.  This course is an asset to their teaching portfolio and 
greatly enhances their CVs.  They can also go on from here to take 
NVQs (National Vocational Qualifications) to become qualified, 
internationally recognised Teaching Assistants.  (More information 
from www.tacollege.com) 

 

The Teaching Assistants on the training course - 8th - 10th 
December 2009 
 

Kate Gower 
Head of Primary  
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First Muscat Youth Summit 

The 1st Muscat Youth Summit, held on 7 - 9 December 2009 at Al 
Nahda Resort and Spa, was an historic step, allowing young people 
to help shape the nation’s agenda.  It marked the beginning of an 
ongoing dialogue among young people and between young people 
and the Sultanate’s public and private sector.  This event was 
organized by the Brand Oman Management Unit (BOMU) and 
sponsors included Shell, Kimji Ramdas, AMIDEAST, Nawras, General 
Electric International, Reality CG and Red Bull. 

The Sultan’s School sent eight students, Jumanah Ghassani, Sarey Al 
Salmi, Wiam Al Rawahi, Qais Al Ismaily, Shireen Al Habib, Ajwad Al 
Maskari, Bashair Al Hinai and Soheil Gard, to the Summit.  The 
feedback from these students indicated that the 1st Muscat Youth 
Summit has certainly succeeded in stimulating debate with regard 
Oman’s youth and the environment, sustainability, innovation, urban 
development and creativity.  Students from the Sultan’s School were 
exemplary ambassadors for the school and benefitted from access to 
guest speakers from the private sector and academics, as well as 
participating in the interactive workshops.  The Sultan’s School in 
conjunction with BOMU looks forward to harnessing the energy and 
creativity of our young students over the coming months and 
generating youth driven, community-focused initiatives that will take 
forward many of the issues that were discussed at the Summit. 

 

Mr. Joel Nanine 
Head of Year 12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from the Director of Boarding & Pastoral Care 

Four ‘Gap Year’ students will be joining us at the beginning of the 
second term; they will be working throughout the school to support 
teaching staff in a variety of educational activities. The ‘Anglo-Omani 
Society’ has organised this exchange and sponsored students at the 
school for a number of years. His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said is 
patron of the Society; the president is H.E. the Ambassador to 
Oman in London. The scheme has proved to be very popular and 
we wish every success to Francois, Paris, Sami, and Sean when they 
join us at the beginning of next term. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Andrew Taylor 
Director of Boarding and  Pastoral Care 
andrewt@sultansschool.org. 
 


